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Today, cloudy, periodic rain show- 
ers, areas of fog, high 53. Tonight, 
rain early, rather cloudy, low 38. To- 
morrow, increasing clouds, cooler, 
high 43. Weather map, Page C8. 


VOL. CLXVII ... No. 57,820 


Hurdle Facing 
F.B.I. Chief? 
The President 


Politics Hard to Avoid 
as Trump Weighs In 


By ADAM GOLDMAN 
and MAGGIE HABERMAN 


WASHINGTON — When Presi- 
dent Trump tapped Christopher 
A. Wray to be his next F.B.I. direc- 
tor, it signaled a clear break from 
the tenure of James B. Comey, 
whom Mr. Trump had grown to 
distrust and eventually fired. 

It seemed Mr. Trump would let 
his handpicked F.B.I. director do 
his work unimpeded, giving Mr. 
Wray some breathing room. “I 
know that he will again serve his 
country as a fierce guardian of the 
law and model of integrity,” the 
president said in June. 

But nearly five months since 
Mr. Wray started the job, Mr. 
Trump has not made Mr. Wray’s 
life easier as he seeks to restore 
the public’s confidence in the 
country’s premier law enforce- 
ment agency — one that the presi- 
dent says is in “Tatters.” 

Mr. Trump’s verbal assaults 
have put Mr. Wray and his leader- 
ship team in a difficult position. 
Mr. Wray is trying to move past 
his predecessor’s era and make 
sure there is not a whiff of politics 
at the FB.I. He has promised the 
FB.I’s work would be based on 
the “facts, the law and the impar- 
tial pursuit of justice — period.” 

Yet Mr. Trump and his allies in 
Congress are making that task 
much harder. 

Current and former F.B.I. offi- 
cials say Mr. Trump’s criticisms, 
and those of normally supportive 
Republican members of Congress, 
have damaged morale in some 
quarters of the bureau. Senior 
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A stand outside a school in Kota Bharu, Malaysia, sells snacks and soda. Nearly half of the country’s adults are overweight or obese. 


Food Giants Are Funding Nutritionists in Asias Fattest Country 


This article is by Thomas Fuller, Anahad 
O’Connor and Matt Richtel. 


KUALA LUMPUR, Malaysia — Over the 
past three decades this increasingly prosper- 
ous nation has become the fattest country in 
Asia, with nearly half the adult population now 
overweight or obese. Several years ago, Dr. 
Tee E Siong, Malaysia’s leading nutrition ex- 
pert, decided to act, organizing a far-reaching 
study of local diets and lifestyle habits. 

The research, conducted by scientists from 
the Nutrition Society of Malaysia, which Dr. 
Tee heads, has produced several articles for 
peer-reviewed academic journals. But scien- 
tists weren’t the only ones vetting the material. 


One of the reviewers was Nestlé, the world’s 
largest food company, which financed the re- 
search. 

Among the published articles was one that 
concluded that children who drank malted 


PLANET FAT 
Strange Bedfellows 


breakfast beverages — a category dominated 
in Malaysia by Milo, a sugary powder drink 
made by Nestlé — were more likely to be phys- 
ically active and spend less time in front of a 
computer or television. 

The research exemplified a practice that be- 
gan in the West and has moved, along with ris- 


ing obesity rates, to developing countries: 
deep financial partnerships between the 
world’s largest food companies and nutrition 
scientists, policymakers and academic socie- 
ties. 

As they seek to expand their markets, big 
food companies are spending significant funds 
in developing countries, from India to Camer- 
oon, in support of local nutrition scientists. The 
industry funds research projects, pays schol- 
ars consulting fees, and sponsors most major 
nutrition conferences at a time when sales of 
processed foods are soaring. In Malaysia sales 
have increased 105 percent over the past five 
years, according to Euromonitor, a market re- 
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Russia vs. U.S. 
In Quiet Races 
On Extradition 


By ANDREW E. KRAMER 


MOSCOW — The Russian spam 
kingpin had long been in the cross 
hairs of the F.B.I., and agents fi- 


As Father Blusters in West Wing, the Family Business Goes Quiet 


It does not look like much, but 


This article is by Steve Eder, Ben 
Protess and Eric Lipton. 


CLEVELAND, Miss. — Storage 
trailers, an idle dump truck and 
portable toilets surround the hotel 
construction site. A sign an- 
nounces “opening fall 2017,” but 
residents say they haven’t seen 
significant activity for months. 


edly about picking up where their 
father left off. 

But the crawl toward complet- 
ing the hotel here reflects how dif- 
ficult it has been for the company 
to expand its footprint with Mr. 
Trump in the White House. The 
Trump Organization has taken on 
a distinctly un-Trump-like feel this 
year: Its ambition for new devel- 
opment is subdued, and the signa- 


the unfinished development in 
this small Mississippi Delta town 
stands as the only major new deal 
by the Trump family business 
since President Trump took office 
in January. 

When the president turned over 
daily operations of the Trump Or- 
ganization to his eldest sons, Eric 
and Donald Jr., they spoke excit- 


ture showmanship for announc- 
ing deals is largely absent. 

Six months before his election, 
President Trump told The New 
York Times that his business had 
about 120 deals in the works 
worldwide. The company had just 
undergone a decade of significant 
growth, opening five-star hotels in 
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nally got their shot when the man 
scheduled a vacation in Spain. At 


$2.50 


SECURITY COUNCIL 
TOUGHENS CURBS 
ON NORTH KOREA 


VOTE OF 15-0 AT THE U.N. 


Third Layer of Penalties 
This Year Blocks Fuel, 
Ships and Workers 


By RICK GLADSTONE 
and DAVID E. SANGER 


UNITED NATIONS — The 
United Nations Security Council 
imposed new sanctions on North 
Korea on Friday that significantly 
choke off fuel supplies and order 
North Koreans working overseas 
to return home, in what may prove 
the last test of whether any 
amount of economic pressure can 
force the isolated country to re- 
verse course on its nuclear weap- 
ons program. 

The sanctions, proposed by the 
United States and adopted by a 
vote of 15 to 0, were the third en- 
acted this year, in an escalating ef- 
fort to force the North into negoti- 
ations. China and Russia joined in 
the vote, in a striking display of 
unity, but only after the Trump ad- 
ministration agreed to soften a 
couple of the 
provisions. 

Under the 
new sanctions, 
the amount of 
refined petro- 
leum North Ko- 
rea can import 
each year will 
be cut by 89 
percent, ex- 
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acerbating fuel Wu Haitao 


shortages. of China. 
Roughly ~ 
100,000 North Korean laborers 
who work in other countries, a 
critical source of hard currency, 
will be expelled within two years. 
Nations will be urged to inspect all 
North Korean shipping and halt 
ship-to-ship transfers of fuel, 
which the North has used to evade 
sanctions. 

But the resolution does not per- 
mit countries to hail or board 
North Korean ships in interna- 
tional waters, which the Trump 
administration proposed in Sep- 
tember. That would be the most 
draconian measure, because it 
would enable the United States 
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the agency’s request, Spanish se- 
curity officers in April arrested 
the man, Pyotr Y. Levashov, who 
is accused of stuffing untold mil- 
lions of inboxes with ads for 
pornography, pills and penny 
stocks. 

But then the Russian authori- 
ties sprang a trap of their own, fil- 
ing an extradition request with 
the Spanish authorities for a 
crime they said Mr. Levashov had 
committed in Russia years ago. 
Currently, he is languishing in a 
Spanish jail, but soon the authori- 
ties will have to decide which ex- 
tradition request to honor: the 
United States’ or Russia’s. 

This was by no means the first 
time that Russia had filed a com- 
peting extradition request. Far- 
fetched as it may seem, the Rus- 
sians’ tactic has in several in- 
stances prevented Russians sus- 
pected of being computer crimi- 
nals from being deported to the 
United States while detained in 
Europe. 

The tactic has raised suspicions 
that the Russian authorities are 
more interested in derailing 
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A Melding of Church and Science 


Brother Guy Consolmagno once taught astronomy at Lafayette College in Easton, Pa. Now, he 
leads the Vatican's centuries-old observatory at Castel Gandolfo. The Saturday Profile. Page A6. 
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Steep Drop and Surging Panic 
Show Bitcoin Has a Flip Side 


You can’t exactly say that Bit- 
coin was burning a hole in any- 
one’s pocket, but the virtual cur- 
rency burned a hole in quite a few 
hearts on Friday when it plunged 
30 percent in less than 24 hours af- 
ter defying gravity for the past 
few months. 

Many skeptics of the virtual 
currency, which operates with no 
government or company in 
charge, have predicted that it was 
in bubble territory and due for a 
collapse. 

Still, the drop to around $12,000 
a Bitcoin from around $17,500 was 
enough to set off a panic among 
buyers, even while stock market 
investors remained calm and 
much of the world, unaware that 
Bitcoin exists, was oblivious to the 
uproar. 

On Reddit, the online forum vis- 


By NATHANIEL POPPER and TIFFANY HSU 


ited by many Bitcoin followers, 
people posted phone numbers for 
suicide hotlines for bereft invest- 
ors. A popular service that sells 
Bitcoin to many individual invest- 
ors went down, overwhelmed by 
orders. 

“If someone is depressed by the 
sudden drop in price, remember 
that many of us are going through 
the same thing,” read one post on 
Reddit, which got more than 400 
responses. “Please don’t think 
nothing crazy. You can use my 
thread to vent.” 

Bitcoins can be used to pay for 
things online, but they have 
mostly been treated as an invest- 
ment because there is a cap of 21 
million on the number of Bitcoins 
that will ever be released. The 
records of all Bitcoins are main- 
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NATIONAL A12-17 


Domino Effect of Tax Cuts 

The overhaul of the U.S. tax code has 
the potential to challenge the global 
economic order, setting off a race 
among countries to cut corporate taxes 
to stay competitive. PAGE Al4 
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Sticky Fingers, Covered in Sap 
Real-life Grinches keep stealing holiday 
greenery. But tree owners are fighting 
back with video cameras — and the 
thief-repelling odor of skunks. PAGE A12 


INTERNATIONAL A4-11 
Ties Go Sour in the West Bank 


The Palestinian village of Qusra used to 
have friendly relations with the Jewish 

settlement of Migdalim. A deadly strug- 
gle over land changed that. PAGE A4 


Pence Stops in Afghanistan 

In an unannounced visit, Vice President 
Mike Pence spoke to U.S. soldiers and 
reaffirmed the Trump administration’s 
support for Kabul’s leaders. PAGE A8 


SPORTSSATURDAY D1-5 
Soccer Officials Found Guilty 


Two top international soccer officials 
were convicted in a federal court in 
Brooklyn in a corruption case that 
ensnared dozens of men who control 
the world’s most popular sport. PAGE D1 


BUSINESS DAY B1-6 


Gaining Hope, Then Losing Job 
Steelworkers in Pennsylvania thought 
President Trump would help protect 
their industry. Now, after a campaign 
promise that has gone unfulfilled, they 
are preparing for layoffs. PAGE Bl 


ARTS C1-7 


The Sex Pistols in the U.S. 


The documentary “D.O.A.: A Right of 
Passage” captures the British punk 
band in 1978 on its only American tour, 
right before the breakup. The cult film 
languished for decades. PAGE Cl 


NEW YORK A18-20 


WNYC’s Growth Trap 


As WNYC grew into a public radio 
powerhouse, it also developed a blind 
spot for gender, race and power — 
on-air and behind the scenes. Now 
comes the reckoning. PAGE A18 


Borscht Belt Goes All In 


A $1.2 billion casino is seen as a tonic 
that will revive Sullivan County, N.Y., an 
area known for its hotels, bungalow 
colonies and performers that appealed 
to Jewish vacationers. 
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